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Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances 
of  your  district  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1955,  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  was  good  throughout  the  year,  apart  from 
an  epidemic  of  measles  amongst  the  school  children  during  the  summer 
months,  which  seriously  interfered  with  their  schooling. 

The  population  of  the  district,  according  to  the  Registrar-General’s  estimate, 
shows  a  slight  rise  on  the  previous  year. 

The  vital  statistics  compare  favourably  with  those  for  England  and  Wales 
and  are  set  out  in  the  accompanying  tables.  The  birth  rate  is  slightly  higher 
than  that  for  the  country  as  a  whole,  and  the  death  rate  less,  reflecting  the 
general  good  health  of  the  district,  and  the  vast  majority  of  the  population 
continue  to  live  to  a  ripe  age. 


SECTION  ‘A’ 


General  Statistics 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  151,080 

Population — 1931  Census  ...  ...  ...  15,149 

Population — 1951  Census  ...  ...  ...  16,300 

Estimated  Home  Population— Mid  1955  ...  15,670 

Parishes  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  25 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  4,808 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^102,310 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ^420 

Loan  Debt  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^563,665 


Vital  Statistics 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births 

118 

99 

217 

Legitimate  ... 

116 

97 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

England 
and  Wales 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

•  •  • 

13.8 

15.0 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

•  •  • 

17.0 

Still  Births  ... 

•  •  • 

5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  live  and  still  births 

22.5 

23.1 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths 

94 

99 

193 

England 
and  Wales 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

12.3 

11.7 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

10.2 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  ... 

1 

0.64 

Infant  Mortality 

4.6 

24.9 

3 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: — 


Infectious  Causes'. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Influenza 

Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 


General  Causes: 

Heart  Disease 
Cancer 

Cerebral  vascular  disease 

Coronary  disease 

Arteriosclerosis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Disease  of  the  prostate 

Leukaemia 

Nephritis 

Gastric  ulcer 

Congenital 

Diabetes 

Gastritis 

Suicide 

Accidental 

Other  causes 

Infants  under  1  year : 
Hydrocephalus 


3 

2 

1 


35 

29 

29 

25 

18 

9 

7 

4 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

15 


1 


Total  ...  193 


Age  of  Death  Table 


Age  at  Death : 

Infants  under  1  year 
1-  5  years 
5-15  „ 

15-25  „ 

25-35  „ 

35-45  „ 

45-55  „ 

55-65  „ 

65-75  „ 

75  and  over 


Male 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

8 

11 

27 

41 


Female 


1 


2 

6 

7 

25 

58 


T  OTALS 


94  99 


SECTION  ‘  B  ’ 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

These  remain,  without  alteration,  as  in  previous  years  and  continued  to  run 
smoothly. 

Maternity  Accommodation 

f  During  the  year  185  babies  were  bom  at  the  Tavistock  Maternity  Home,  as 
ollows : 

Tavistock  Urban  District  ...  ...  ...  36 

Tavistock  Rural  District  ...  ...  ...  104 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 
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Dr.  Budding,  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  has  submitted  the 
following  brief  report  of  her  work  during  the  year: 

“Some  of  the  rural  area  infants  and  children  are  able  to  attend  the  clinic 
at  Tavistock  on  Market  Day  (Friday)  but  there  are  also  three  other  clinics 
at  Princetown,  Horrabridge  and  Lifton.  The  two  former  are  held  twice 
monthly  and  the  latter  once  a  month.  Princetown  and  Horrabridge  have  an 
average  clinic  attendance  of  30  and  Lifton  12. 

In  all  of  these  centres  advice  is  given,  babies  are  weighed,  vaccination 
against  smallpox  and  immunisation  against  diphtheria  carried  out.  Any 
requiring  treatment  are  referred  to  their  own  doctors  if  necessary,  also  to 
the  eye  specialist  who  visits  the  schools  and  Tavistock  clinic,  the  speech 
therapist  who  holds  a  weekly  clinic  at  Tavistock  on  Mondays,  and  the  school 
dentist.  Premature  infants  (under  lbs.  birth  weight)  have  been  given 
special  attention  and  put  on  routine  treatment. 

During  the  year  176  diphtheria  immunisation  booster  doses  were  given  in 
the  schools.  Two  children  were  sent  away  for  three  months  to  a  convales¬ 
cent  home,  three  were  given  home  teaching  (two  orthopaedic  cases  and  one 
muscular  nervous  disease),  and  three  were  sent  to  special  schools  (one  to 
school  for  backward  children,  one  to  school  for  maladjusted  children,  and 
one  to  school  for  the  deaf).’’ 


SECTION  ‘C’ 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


Water  Supply 

Your  attention  is  drawn  to  the  comprehensive  table  attached  to  the  inner 
back  cover,  which  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  and  which  tabulates  individually  the  method  of  water 
service  to  each  of  your  25  parishes. 

Your  Council  remains  the  Water  Undertaker  for  the  areas  of  Milton  Combe, 
Princetown,  Walkhampton,  Grenofen,  and  the  major  part  of  Horrabridge,  for 
which  they  adopted  the  Model  Bye-laws,  practically  in  toto.  Your  Inspectors 
took  31  samples  of  water,  which  were  all  satisfactory. 

Despite  the  exceptionally  fine  weather,  supplies  were  abundant  and  con¬ 
stant.  Minor  defects  were  experienced  at  Grenofen  and  Milton  Combe,  which 
were  speedily  remedied,  and  several  fractures  were  caused  at  Horrabridge 
through  the  laying  of  a  large  main  for  a  further  service.  Three  fractures  were 
of  a  more  serious  nature  and  caused  serious  inconvenience  at  the  higher  levels, 
but  they  were  repaired  as  expeditiously  as  was  possible. 

Mr.  Young,  District  Engineer  to  the  North  Devon  Water  Board,  has 
submitted  the  following  report  on  progress  in  your  district  during  the  year: 

Bere  Ferrers:  Owing  to  the  prolonged  drought  during  the  summer  of 
1955,  it  was  necessary  to  place  severe  restrictions  on  the  use  of  water,  and 
the  supply  was  turned  off  for  20  hours  per  day,  consumers  on  the  high  level 
having  a  supply  for  approximately  one  hour  per  day. 

A  scheme  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  to  extend  the  Board’s  main  supply  from  Lamerton  Cross  to 
Bere  Alston,  but  the  recent  restrictions  on  capital  expenditure  have  caused 
delay  in  obtaining  approval.  Strong  recommendations  have  been  made  to 
the  Ministry  in  the  hope  that  an  early  start  could  be  made  on  this  scheme, 
and  a  decision  on  this  is  still  awaited. 

As  an  interim  measure  a  new  borehole  is  being  sunk,  but  it  is  not  antici¬ 
pated  that  sufficient  water  will  be  obtained  to  relieve  the  shortage. 

Brentor:  The  new  main  extension  from  Brentor  to  Pitland  Corner  has 
been  completed. 
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Lewtrenchard  :  Mainlaying  is  now  in  progress  from  Bridestowe  along 
the  route  of  the  main  A30  road  to  link  up  with  the  existing  main  at  Port- 
gate.  Supplies  should  be  available  by  late  summer  1956  to  Lewdown,  Stow- 
ford  and  Lewtrenchard. 


The  following  samples  were  taken  by  the  Board  during  the  year : 


Parish 

Total 

Samples 

Good 

Fair 

Bad 

Bere  Ferrers 

Taken 

11 

11 

Bere  Alston 

9 

8 

1 

— 

Brentor 

12 

12 

— 

— 

Lamerton  ... 

12 

12 

— 

— 

Lifton 

12 

12 

— 

— 

Mary  Tavy 

12 

12 

— 

— 

Milton  Abbot  (Chillaton) 

11 

11 

— 

— 

Peter  Tavy 

13 

13 

— 

— 

Totals 

92 

91 

1 

_ . 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  progressive  policy  of  the  Council  to  provide  main  drainage  facilities 
continued  to  the  limits  within  their  power.  Despite  very  adverse  climatic 
conditions  and  unforeseen  setbacks,  the  Brentor  scheme  was  completed, 
which  gave  much  satisfaction  to  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  for  several 
years  had  spared  no  effort  to  achieve  this  result.  No  difficulty  was  experienced 
from  owners,  as  all  were  waiting  and  willing  to  connect  to  the  main  sewer. 

A  further  pleasing  feature  was  the  sanction  of  the  Ministry  to  the  Chillaton 
scheme,  estimated  to  cost  ^10,460,  which  was  implemented  by  the  Council  as 
quickly  as  was  expedient.  Work  commenced  in  September  and  by  the  end  of 
the  year  the  scheme  was  almost  half  completed. 

Despite  repeated  pressure,  no  authorisation  to  proceed  with  the  Milton 
Combe  and  Grenofen  schemes  was  forthcoming  from  the  Ministry.  Both  these 
schemes  were  approved  in  principle  in  1954,  and  the  need  for  main  drainage  at 
Milton  Combe  is  particularly  acute. 

It  is  also  regrettable  to  record  that  no  material  progress  has  been  made 
with  the  Mary  Tavy  and  Peter  Tavy  schemes,  and  particularly  as  both  villages 
have  excellent  water  supplies.  These  villages  present  great  practical  diffi¬ 
culties  owing  to  the  contours  and  scattered  development.  Unavailability  of 
suitable  sites  is  a  further  difficulty,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  outcome  of  a  meet¬ 
ing  in  October  between  Councillors,  Council  officials,  and  the  landlords  con¬ 
cerned,  will  solve  the  siting  problem  at  Mary  Tavy. 

The  proposal  for  new  sewage  works  at  Bere  Alston  proceeds  slowly.  Nego¬ 
tiations  for  a  new  site  were  practically  complete  but  broke  down  near  the  final 
stages.  However,  a  satisfactory  site  has  now  been  located  and  negotiations 
are  proceeding  satisfactorily. 

The  Devon  and  Cornwall  River  Boards  continued  to  be  very  vigilant.  The 
Council’s  sewage  works  were  regularly  inspected  and  several  samples  of  sewage 
effluent  were  taken,  with  varying  results.  The  effluents  from  the  modern 
works  proved  to  be  satisfactory  in  all  cases,  but  those  taken  from  the  older 
works,  whilst  showing  a  distinct  improvement  on  the  previous  year,  still  fell 
below  the  standard  recommended  by  the  Royal  Commission  on  Sewage  Dis¬ 
posal.  Fortunately,  all  the  works  discharge  into  rivers  or  large  streams  with  a 
dilution  far  in  excess  of  the  minimum  standard  of  8  volumes  to  1  laid  down  by 
the  Royal  Commission. 

The  improved  effluents  were  largely  due  to  improved  maintenance.  All  the 
sewage  works  were  regularly  cleansed  by  staff  specifically  employed  full-time 
for  this  purpose.  In  addition,  the  Council  had  the  defective  rotary  filter  at  the 
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Buckland  Monachorum  sewage  works  completely;  renewed,  with  very  satis¬ 
factory  results.  Improvements  were  also  carried  out  to  the  Stoke  Hill  and 
Magpie  works.  The  Horrabridge  sewage  works  at  Magpie,  Bedford  Bridge, 
present  a  difficult  problem.  The  maintenance  and  cleansing  was  stepped  up, 
resulting  in  a  more  satisfactory  final  effluent,  but  this  necessitated  lagooning 
the  sludge,  and  as  the  works  are  prominently  sited  adjacent  to  the  highway 
and  are  overlooked  from  a  main  omnibus  route,  the  lagooned  sludge  proved 
to  be  an  aesthetic  nuisance.  These  works  were  the  subject  of  a  special  meeting 
between  the  Council  and  •the  representatives  of  the  Cornwall  River  Board,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  a  satisfactory  solution  will  be  found. 

It  is,  however,  my  duty  to  repeat  that  the  Council  would  be  wise,  especially 
when  considering  their  estimates,  to  appreciate  that  in  the  reasonably  near 
future  it  will  be  obligatory  for  them  to  modernise  some  of  the  very  old  installa¬ 
tions,  especially  those  with  settlement  tanks,  in  the  same  manner  as  at  Bere 
Alston. 


Refuse  Collection 

The  method  of  refuse  collection  remained  throughout  the  year  as  hitherto. 
The  major  portion  of  the  district,  including  the  denser-populated  parishes  in 
the  south,  were  covered  by  direct  labour,  whilst  the  northern  parishes  were 
covered  by  contract. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  continued  to  press  for  a  further  vehicle  for 
direct  labour  collection  over  the  whole  of  the  district,  and  repeated  requests 
were  received  in  respect  of  outlying  hamlets  not  in  receipt  of  any  collection 
whatsoever,  and  also  from  certain  parishes  already  covered  for  a  more  frequent 
collection. 

The  Council  appreciated  that  a  progressive  move  had  to  be  made,  and  called 
a  special  Council  Meeting  for  this  purpose,  which  resulted  in  a  resolution  to 
purchase  a  further  vehicle.  It  is  hoped  that  after  the  delivery  of  this  vehicle  it 
will  be  possible  to  ameliorate  the  complaints  and  to  give  reasonable  cover 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  Rural  District. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  in  connection  with  routine  work 
in  addition  to  the  work  itemised  under  the  various  sections : 


Visits  to  Council  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1823 

Nuisances  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  283 

Visits  in  connection  with  water  supplies  ...  ...  ...  333 

Visits  in  connection  with  foodstuffs  ...  ...  ...  ...  362 

Visits  re  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  841 

Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Tests  for  new  and  relaid  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Visits  re  buildings  in  course  of  construction  ...  ...  ...  471 

Number  of  plans  submitted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  201 

Visits  in  connection  with  the  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

New  septic  tank  installations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Visits  re  Petroleum  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Visits  re  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  ...  ...  ...  386 

Visits  re  rodent  control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  632 
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Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 

1.  Inspections 


Number 

on 

Register 

{ii) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(*) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

{Hi) 

Written 

Notices 

(iv) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(v) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

18 

73 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
local  Authority 

53 

162 

8 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

9 

19 

Total 

80 

254 

8 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 


Nit 

.mber  of  case 
were 

s  in  which  defects 
found 

Number  of 
cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

{vi) 

Particulars 

(*) 

Found 

{ii) 

Remedied 

{Hi) 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
{iv) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
{v) 

Want  of 
Cleanliness  ... 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

Ventilation 

2 

2 

— 

- 

— 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors 

5 

5 

«... 

_ « 

_ 

Sanitary 
Conveniences : 
{a)  Insufficient 

_ 

_ . 

_ 

, 

_ 

{b)  Unsuitable 
or 

defective 

8 

8 

_ _ 

•  — 

(c)  Not  separ¬ 
ate  for 
sexes 

. 

. _ . 

.  , 

_ 

_ 

Other  offences 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

Total 

21 

21 

— 

— 

— 
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Weather 

The  Meteorological  Report  from  the  Tavistock  Observatory  is  included  as  a 
matter  of  general  interest.  The  report  applies  generally  to  the  district  with 
the  exception  of  the  Princetown  region,  which  has  climatic  conditions  peculiar 
to  itself. 


Height  of  Meteorological  Station — 457  feet  above  sea  level. 
Latitude — 50.33  N;  Longitude — 4.10  W. 

The  total  rainfall  was  44.91  inches. 

The  average  amount  of  rain  is  48.58  inches. 

The  total  number  of  wet  days  was  153. 

Lowest  Dry  Bulb  Temperature  was  28.0,  on  18th  February. 
Highest  Dry  Bulb  Temperature  was  75.5  on  21st  and  24th  August. 
Lowest  on  Grass — 13.0,  on  20th  February. 


A verage 

Rainfall 

Rainfall 

No.  of 

temp,  per 

Month 

1955 

1954 

wet  days 

dry  bulb 

Notes 

January 

5.69 

2.26 

21 

40.7 

2  in.  snow  on  4th. 

February  ... 

3.92 

5.79 

19 

36.6 

9  days  with  snow. 

March 

1.81 

4.95 

7 

40.1 

Slight  snow  on 

6th,  7th  and  9th. 

April 

1.99 

0.55 

13 

50.2 

14  bright  days. 

May 

5.69 

4.98 

17 

51.5 

Hail  on  14th  and 

15th. 

June 

3.04 

4.20 

11 

57.8 

A  dull  month. 

July 

2.37 

4.42 

4 

65.6 

Thunder  on  12th, 

17th  and  18th. 

August 

0.76 

5.38 

4 

67.3 

A  bright  month. 

September  ... 

2.80 

5.82 

14 

58.0 

A  bright  month. 

October 

3.08 

5.40 

10 

51.3 

White  frost  16th, 

18th  and  29th. 

November  ... 

6.18 

9.84 

10 

46.2 

Ice  on  30th. 

December  . . . 

7.58 

4.52 

23 

46.5 

Wet. 

44.91  in. 

58.11  in. 

153 

SECTION  ‘D’ 

Housing 

1955  again  proved  to  be  a  very  busy  and  progressive  year.  The  erection  of 
new  Council  houses  continued  according  to  schedule;  many  well-designed 
houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise;  the  Council  sold  five  of  their  pre¬ 
war  houses  to  sitting  tenants  under  the  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act; 
and  much  work  was  carried  out  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  as  amended  by 
the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954;  but  the  biggest  and  most  difficult 
task  was  created  by  the  welcome  return  of  Slum  Clearance  under  the  Housing 
Acts. 

Many  enquiries  were  received  and  numerous  inspections  were  made  in 
respect  of  applications  for  grant  for  improvements  under  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954.  Many  applicants  were  disappointed  in  the  initial  stages, 
as  the  properties  concerned  failed  in  many  respects  to  comply  with  the  schedule 
of  conditions  laid  down  by  the  Ministry,  but  throughout  the  year  the  Council 
approved  21  cases,  for  which  the  aggregate  for  awards  amounted  to  £5,20T.  10s. 

The  Slum  Clearance  programme  proved  to  be  a  major  problem.  In  the  first 
instance,  your  Inspectors  were  very  busily  engaged  surveying  the  whole  of  the 
district  to  prepare  a  tentative  programme.  The  properties  concerned  were 
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personally  visited  by  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  then  prepared  a  five- 
year  programme  and  an  official  representation,  which  was  presented  to  the 
Council  in  December.  The  question  of  initial  preparation  for  rehousing  dis¬ 
placed  persons  must  not  be  overlooked,  and  I  take  this  opportunity  to  quote 
from  my  original  report:  “Tentative  proposals  for  the  second  stage  of  the  five- 
year  programme  for  consideration  by  the  Council,  in  order  that  they  may 
formulate  their  policy,  having  regard  to  their  ability  and  resources  to  provide 
suitable  alternative  accommodation  for  the  persons  who  will  be  displaced, 
in  so  far  as  suitable  accommodation  does  not  already  exist  for  them”. 

The  Council  houses  and  the  hutments  were  regularly  visited  by  your 
Inspectors  and  the  standard  of  maintenance  is  very  satisfactory.  The  Council 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  decision  to  inspect  the  Council  house  estates, 
a  proceeding  which  took  several  weeks  and  which  resulted  in  the  very  praise¬ 
worthy  decision  to  modernise  the  older  types  of  Council  houses  without  a  hot- 
water  system,  subject  to  Ministry  approval. 

The  waiting-list  for  Council  house  accommodation  is  again  produced.  It 
will  be  noted  that  there  is  an  increase  from  130  to  176,  principally  due  to  the 
ever-increasing  demand  for  the  denser  populated  districts.  This  trend  is 
particularly  noticeable  at  Horrabridge,  Bere  Alston  and  Litton. 


Parish 

Total  on 
Waiting 
List 

Agricultural 

Non- 

Agricultural 

No.  in 
Lodgings 

No.  with 
separate 
home 

Bere  Ferrers 

8 

_ 

8 

2 

6 

Bere  Alston 

32 

4 

28 

4 

28 

Brentor 

Buckland 

7 

2 

5 

2 

5 

Monachorum 

7 

2 

5 

2 

5 

Crapstone  ... 

4 

— 

4 

1 

3 

Yelverton  ... 

6 

— 

6 

3 

3 

Horrabridge 

61 

1 

60 

10 

51 

Lamerton 

5 

2 

3 

— 

5 

Lifton 

12 

1 

11 

5 

7 

Lvdford 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Princetown 

3 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Mary  Tavy 

6 

— 

6 

1 

5 

Meavy 

5 

— 

5 

1 

4 

Milton  Abbot 

4 

2 

2 

1 

3 

Peter  Tavy 

4 

1 

3 

— 

4 

Walkhampton 

Whitchurch 

3 

— ’ 

3 

— 

3 

(Grenofen) 

8 

1 

7 

3 

5 

Totals  ... 

176 

17 

159 

36 

140 

COUNCIL  HOUSES— 1955  PROGRAMME 

The  implementation  of  the  housing  programme  previously  resolved  by  the 
Council  continued  steadily  and  surely.  The  number  of  houses  completed  and 
occupied  throughout  the  year  was  23,  i.e.  10  at  Horrabridge,  4  at  Sampford 
Spiney,  5  at  Buckland  Monachorum,  and  4  at  Meavy. 
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Council  Houses  in  Course  of  Construction 


Parish 
Bere  Ferrers 

Buckland  Monachorum 
Horrabridge 


Village 
Bere  Alston 

Buckland  Monachorum 
Horrabridge 

Total 


No.  of 
houses  to 

Site 

be  built 

Number 

11 

O.S. 1324  & 

1325. 

16 

O.S.  515. 

21 

O.S.  78. 

48 

The  Council  had  great  difficulty  in  determining  their  future  policy  relative 
to  the  building  of  further  Council  houses.  This  proved  to  be  a  very  difficult 
decision,  there  being  many  diverse  opinions.  The  matter  was  fully  debated, 
adjourned  and  rediscussed,  and  it  was  finally  resolved  that  there  should  be  no 
new  programme  for  1956. 


Council  Houses  in  the  Tavistock  Rural  District,  1955 


Parish 

Village 

No.  of 
Houses 

Total  No. 
in  Parish 

Bere  Ferrers 

Bere  Alston 

90 

Bere  Ferrers 

10 

100 

Bradstone  ... 

- — - 

— 

— 

Brentor 

Brentor 

14 

14 

Buckland 

Monachorum 

Buckland 

Monachorum 

19 

Yelverton  ... 

4 

23 

Coryton 

— 

— 

— 

Dunterton  ... 

— 

—  ■ 

— 

Horrabridge 

Horrabridge 

89 

89 

Kelly  . 

Kelly  . 

2 

2 

Lamerton  ... 

Lamerton  ... 

33 

33 

Lewtrenchard 

— 

— 

— . 

Lifton 

Lifton 

36 

36 

Lydford 

Lydford 

9 

Princetown 

24 

33 

Marystowe 

Near  Lewdown 

4 

4 

Mary  T avy 

Mary  Tavy 

26 

26 

Meavy 

Meavy 

12 

12 

Milton  Abbot 

Chillaton 

16 

Milton  Abbot 

8 

24 

Peter  Tavy 

Peter  Tavy 

14 

14 

Sampford  Spiney  ... 

Sampford  Spiney  ... 

8 

8 

Sheepstor  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Stowford 

Stowford 

4 

4 

Sydenham  Damarel 

— 

— 

— 

Tavistock  Hamlets 

■ — - 

— 

— 

Thrushelton 

Lobliill 

2 

2 

Walkhampton 

Walkhampton 

40 

40 

Whitchurch 

Grenofen 

8 

8 

Grand  Total 

472 

Caravan  Sites 

The  caravan  site  at  Harford  Bridge,  which  was  the  subject  of  an  appeal 
which  was  refused,  has  now  been  amicably  settled.  The  owner  is  to  be  left 
three  permanent  caravans  for  himself  and  his  staff,  and  the  rest  of  the  site  is 
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to  be  used  only  for  a  specified  period  during  the  summer  months,  when  the 
number  of  caravans  to  be  allowed  there  have  been  negotiated. 

I  consider  this  to  be  a  very  satisfactory  outcome  from  what,  at  one  time, 
appeared  to  be  an  unsoluble  dilemma,  and  much  credit  is  due  to  your  Clerk 
in  resolving  the  situation. 


SECTION  ‘E’ 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Milk 

Your  Inspectors  took  20  samples  of  milk,  as  follows:  Pasteurised,  6  samples 
Tuberculin  Tested,  5  samples;  Accredited  Tuberculin  Tested,  1  sample.  All 
of  which  were  satisfactory,  but  of  8  samples  of  ungraded  milk,  1  failed  to  pass 
the  test. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  remains  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  the  exist¬ 
ing  practice  of  the  production  and  control  of  milk  being  governed  by  separate 
authorities  and  departments  is  not  conducive  to  producing  the  best  results, 
and  that  there  would  be  a  distinct  improvement  if  the  control  of  milk  was 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  one  centralised  body. 


Meat  Inspection 

The  seven  licences  which  were  issued  by  the  Council  on  derationing  for  the 
slaughtering  of  animals  for  human  consumption  were  each  extended  for  a 
further  period  of  fourteen  months.  The  killing  of  locally-bred  animals  con¬ 
tinued  and  the  meat  produced  was  of  excellent  quality. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  remained  satisfactory  and,  despite  the  siting 
of  the  slaughterhouses  being  widely  scattered,  there  has  been  a  full  100  per 
cent  post-mortem  inspection  of  all  carcases. 

The  number  of  animals  inspected  and  the  carcases,  parts  and  organs  con¬ 
demned,  are  set  out  in  the  following  table,  from  which  it  is  very  pleasing  to 
record  the  marked  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  Cysticercosis  and  Tuberculosis. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned,  in  Whole  or  in  Part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 
(if  known) 

511 

57 

80 

1435 

624 

— 

Number  inspected 

511 

57 

80 

1435 

624 

— 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci : — 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

4 

8 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

102 

8 

73 

27 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

20% 

14% 

5% 

5.6% 

45% 

Tuberculosis  only: 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

_ . 

_ _ 

_ . 

_ . 

.  . 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  or¬ 
gan  was  con¬ 
demned 

3 

2 

23 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0.6% 

3.5% 

3.7% 

Cysticercosis : — 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  or¬ 
gan  was  con¬ 
demned 

2 

2 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

2 

2 

_ * 

,  i 

, 

Generalised  and 
totally  con¬ 
demned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Ice  Cream 

Premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
for  the  manufacture,  sale  or  storage  of  ice  cream  number  47.  With  one  minor 
exception,  all  are  for  the  storage  and  sale  only  of  pre-packed  ice  cream  pre¬ 
pared  under  modern  hygienic  methods. 


Food  Poisoning 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year. 


Samples  taken  under  Section  3,  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  under  the  above  Act  during  the  year 
by  the  County  Inspector: — 


Cooking  Fat 
Vinegar  (3  samples) 

Castor  Oil 

Pork  Sausages 

Creamed  Rice 

Chopped  Bacon 

Ground  Ginger 

Margarine 

Cydrax 

Beef  Sausages 

Sweet  Pickle 

Raspberry  Jam 

Bread  and  Butter  (2  samples) 

Horse-radish  Relish 

Liver  Salts 

Royal  Dessert 

Mincemeat 

Whisky 

Fruit  Pie 

Cocktail  Sausages 

Milk  (116  samples) 


All 

Genuine 


Milk 

Milk 

Milk 

Milk 

Milk 


/  Contained  1 1  %  added  water. 

/  Defendant  fined  £3.  0.  Od.  plus  /l.  1.  0.  costs. 
/Was  69%  deficient  in  fat. 

/Warning  letter  sent. 

J  Contained  6%  added  water. 

/Defendant  fined  £2.  0.  0.  plus  £4.  0.  0.  costs. 
/Was  13%  deficient  in  fat. 

/Warning  letter  sent. 

/Was  4%  deficient  in  fat. 

\No  action  taken. 


SECTION  ‘F’ 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  by  doctors  and  schools  during  the  year 
are  set  out  in  the  accompanying  tables. 

Diphtheria— No  case  of  this  disease  occurred  during  the  year. 

Poliomyelitis— One  case  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  occurred  at  Lifton. 
As  this  case  occurred  in  food  premises  the  necessary  and  appropriate  action 
was  taken  to  safeguard  the  public  from  this  source. 
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Tuberculosis — Nine  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  two  new  cases  of 
Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  Three  deaths 
were  recorded  from  the  former  cause  and  one  from  the  latter. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  A  27  cases  remained  on  the  register  as  follows: — 

Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary 

Males  ...  ...  60  Males  ...  ...  13 

Females  ...  ...  45  Females  ...  9 

Cancer  Research — This  continued  throughout  the  year  and  some 
further  evidence  was  accumulated. 


In  conclusion  I  would  thank  the  Chairman  and  Council  for  the  ready 
hearing  I  have  received  at  all  times,  and  the  sanitary  staff  and  others  who 
have  materially  assisted  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  BY  MEDICAL  PRACTITIONERS 


Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

M.  F. 

1 

I 

I 

l 

I 

I 

1 

1 

i 

I 

I 

1 

* 

T-H 

I 

l 

i 

* 

i 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

F. 

l 

i 

I 

l 

1 

- 

I 

l 

- 

Scarlet 

Fever 

M.  F. 

1 

[ 

I 

i 

■  I 

l 

i 

1 

I 

I 

i 

1 

1 

1 

I 

Dysentery 

M.  F. 

i 

I 

l 

I 

1 

I 

l 

I 

I 

I 

1 

1 

I 

t— i 

I 

I 

I 

Measles 

M.  F. 

r-H 

T— 

8  13 

CD 

CD 

47  60 

lO 

CD 

r*H 

1 

1 

TT 

t-H 

Ol 

T— * 

r-H 

o 

O 

00 

Whooping 

Cough 

M.  ^  F. 

I 

oi 

l 

T— * 

CO 

lO 

CO 

< 

I 

l 

01 

1 

1 

1 

r— < 

00 

Age 

Under  1  year 

1-2  years 

3-4  years 

5-  9  years 

10-14  years 

15-24  years 

25  and  over 

Age  unknown  ... 

Totals 

16 


Paralytic 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  BY  SCHOOLS 


School 

Measles 

German 

Measles 

Chicken 

Pox 

Whooping 

Cough 

Bere  Alston 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Brentor 

7 

— 

4 

4 

Chillaton  ... 

5 

— 

— 

9 

Horrabridge 

1 

1 

— 

22 

Lydford  ... 

21 

— 

— 

— 

Meavy 

17 

— 

— 

— 

Walkhampton 

28 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

80 

1 

4 

35 

17 
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TAVISTOCK  RURAL  DISTRICT  WATER  SUPPLIES 


PARISH 

Whether  the  water  i 
supply  of  the  area 
and  its  several 
parts  has  been 

Where  there  is  a  piped 
supply,  whether  bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations  were 
made  of  the  raw  water 
and,  where  treatment  is 

Where  the  waters  are 
liable  to  have  plurnbo- 
solvent  action,  the  facts 
as  to  contamination  by 

Action  in  respect 
of  any  form  of 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses 
and  the  number  of  the  population  supplied 
from  public  water  mains : 

(a)  direct  to  the  houses. 

( b )  by  means  of  standpipes 

satisfactory  (a)  in 
quality  ( b )  in 

quantity 

installed,  of  the  water 
going  into  supply;  if  so, 
how  many  and  the  results 
obtained;  the  results  of 
any  chemical  analyses. 

lead,  including  precautions 
taken  and  number  and 
results  of  analyses 

contamination 

No.  of  Dwell 

Main  l 

ing  Houses 

Standpipe 

Total  Po 

Main 

| 

pulation 

Standpipe 

BERE  FERRERS 

Engineers’  report 
re  quantity 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  No 

Piped  Supply 

20  samples  taken — 
Satisfactory 

See  Report 

SEE 

REPORT 

549 

— 

1811 

- - — - - 

— 

BRADSTONE  ... 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Inadequate 

No  Piped  Supply 

Private  Wells  only 

With  regard  to  this  ques¬ 
tion,  all  the  moorland 
waters  are  plumbo-solv- 
ent  and  many  of  the  well 
waters  also,  however,  no 
case  of  lead  poisoning  has 
been  reported  or  dis¬ 
covered  for  a  number  of 
years. 

None 

— 

— 

— 

BRENTOR 

(а)  Yes 

(б)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

12  samples  taken — 
Satisfactory 

N.D.W.B. 

61 

— 

201 

— 

BUCKLAND 

MONACHORUM 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply.  Part 

T.R.D.C.  Part  Plymouth 
C.B.  Analyses  made  by 
Plymouth 

Fencing  covered 
Reservoirs 

740 

30 

2442 

99 

CORYTON 

{a)  Yes 

(b)  Reas,  good 

Wells  only 

No  Public  Piped  Supply 

ditto 

None 

— 

— 

— 

— 

DUNTERTON  ... 

(а)  Yes 

(б)  No 

Private  Wells  only 

No  Piped  Supply 

ditto 

None 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

HORRABRIDGE 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

Part  Tavistock  R.D.C. 
Part  Plymouth  C.B. 

ditto 

None 

385 

— 

1271 

— 

KELLY  . 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  No 

Wells  only 

No  Piped  Supply 

ditto 

None 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

LAMERTON 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

12  samples  taken— 
Satisfactory 

ditto 

N.D.W.B. 

120 

— 

396 

— 

LEW 

TRENCHARD 

(a)  Yes 

( b )  Inadequate 

No  Piped  Supply 

Wells  only.  1  Public 

ditto 

None 

— 

— 

— 

— 

LIFTON 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

12  samples  taken — 
Satisfactory 

ditto 

N.D.W.B. 

194 

— 

640 

— 

LYDFORD 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

No  analysis 

ditto 

N.D.W.B. 
(Lydford  Town) 
Chlorination  for 
Princetown 

288 

_ 

951 

— 

MARYSTOWE 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Reas,  good 

No  Piped  Supply 

ditto 

Covered 

Reservoir 

— 

— 

— 

— 

MARY  TAVY  ... 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

12  samples  taken — 
Satisfactory 

ditto 

N.D.W.B. 

142 

— 

469 

— 

MEAVY 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

Plymouth  C.B. 

Samples  by  Plymouth  C.B. 

ditto 

None 

103 

— 

340 

— 

MILTON  ABBOT 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Reas,  good 

Piped  Supply  to  ChiLlaton 

1 1  samples  taken— 
Satisfactory 

Private  Supply  (Duke  of 
Bedford)  at  Milton  Abbot 

ditto 

N.D.W.B. 

(Chillaton) 

56 

— • 

185 

— 

PETER  TAVY  ... 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

13  samples  taken — 
Satisfactory 

ditto 

N.D.W.B. 

56 

— 

185 

SAMPFORD 

SPINEY 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

Samples  satisfactory 

ditto 

Reservoir 
fenced  &  covered 

17 

— 

56 

— 

SHEEPSTOR  ... 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Inadequate 

Wells 

ditto 

None 

— 

— 

- 

STOWFORD 

(а)  Yes 

(б)  Inadequate 

Wells  only 

ditto 

None 

— 

— 

— 

— 

SYDENHAM 

DAMAREL  ... 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Private  Supply 
(Duke  of  Bedford) 

Public  Well 

ditto 

None 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TAVISTOCK 

HAMLETS  ... 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Inadequate 

Wells  and  Private  Supply 
(Duke  of  Bedford) 

ditto 

None 

o 

'r  — 

7 

— 

THRUSHELTON 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Wells  only 

ditto 

None 

— 

— 

- 

— 

WALKHAMPTON 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

Sample  satisfactory 

ditto 

None 

112 

3 

370 

10 

WHITCHURCH 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply  and  Wells 
Samples  satisfactory 

ditto 

None 

33 

— 

109 

N.D.W.B. -North  Devon  Water  Board  Main  Service. 
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